
Mendocino County 

Inland Water & Power Commission  
P.O. Box 1247  •  Ukiah, CA 95482  
Phone (707) 391-7574  •   Email: iwpc@mendoiwpc.com 

 

 

A G E N D A   

Regular Meeting 

 

Date:  August 9, 2018      Thursday 

Time:  6:00 p.m.  

Place:  Conference Room 5 

City of Ukiah Civic Center Annex 

411 West Clay 

Ukiah, CA 95482 
 

(All items are considered action items unless otherwise noted) 

   

  1. Roll Call 

  2. Public Expression - See end of agenda for information on public expression 

  3. Minutes 

  a.  Approval/Correction of minutes of the meetings of July 12 and 17, 2018 

  4. Consent Calendar  

  a. Approve expenses on billing statements for July 2018 

  b. Update on financial accounts 

  5. Commissioner Reports — Reports by Commissioners on meetings attended or actions 

taken by their agencies as well as informational items, including: 

  a. Report from the Upper Russian River Stewardship Alliance regarding frost 

water use 

b. Eel/Russian River Commission meeting update 

c. North Coast Quagga/Zebra Mussel Prevention Consortium update 

d. Update regarding actions and discussion of the state water bond issues 

e. Report on Upper Russian River Water Agency JPA 

f. Report on the Upper Russian River Water Manager’s meeting 

g. Discussion of ground water rights & Sustainable Groundwater Mgmt. Act 

(SGMA) 

h. Update on the City of Ukiah recycled water purple pipe project   

i. Discussion of SB88 in regard to measurement requirements for water diverters  

j. Russian River Confluence project update 

k. CalCannabis regulation update and related issues 

        6. Potter Valley Project  

a. Status report on PG&E’s relicensing of the Potter Valley Project  

 1. Discussion of PVP sale and acquisition alternatives 

b. Update on current Lake Pillsbury releases to the Eel & Russian rivers and 

related issues 

            c. Update on the Sandoval Study 

    1. Possible approval of contract extension with UC Davis 

 

 



 

 

  7.    Update on the IWPC Communication Program and Website 

 8. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Feasibility Study on Coyote Dam – Update on Corps’ 

activities and input from Participating Members 

  a. Report on Lake Mendocino water levels and conditions at Coyote Valley Dam 

  b. Update on Feasibility Study & meeting with the Corps of Engineers 

  c. Discussion of researching grant funding for the Feasibility Study match 

  d. Progress on Congressman Huffman’s ‘Forecast Informed Reservoir 

Operation’s bill 

  9. NMFS Listing of the Coho Salmon and Steelhead as Threatened  

  a. Executive Committee and/or Public Policy Facilitating Committee Reports  

 b. Biological Opinion Implementation Update 

 c. Discussion of NOAA’s Habitat Blueprint Plan and designation of the Russian 

River as the first national Focus Area  

10. Discussions and reports of additional water supply sources and storage sites 

11. State Water Resources Control Board - Updates on various activities from the SWRCB 

  a. AB2121 

  b. D1610 

12. Adjournment 

 

 
 

PUBLIC EXPRESSION 

The Commission welcomes participation in their meetings.  Comments shall be limited so that everyone may be 

heard.  This item is limited to matters under the jurisdiction of the Commission which are not on the posted agenda 

and items which have not already been considered by the Commission.  The Commission limits testimony on 

matters not on the agenda to three (3) minutes per person.  No action will be taken.  Individuals wishing to address 

the Commission under Public Expression are welcome to do so throughout the meeting day.  To best facilitate these 

items, please notify either the Chairman of the Commission or the Secretary of the Commission. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

If agendized, the Commission may adjourn to a closed session to consider litigation, personnel matters, or real estate 

negotiations.  Discussion of real estate negotiations may be held in closed session - Authority:  Government Code 

Section 54956.8.  Discussion of litigation or pending litigation may be held in closed session -- Authority:  

Government Code Section  54956.9.  Discussion of personnel matters may be held in closed session -- Authority:  

Government Code Section 54957. 

 

ADDITION TO THE AGENDA 

(If any) in accordance with Section 54954.2 (b)(2) of the Government Code (Brown Act) Two-thirds Vote Required 

for Action Items.  (Upon determination by a two-thirds vote of the legislative body, or, if less than two-thirds of the 

members are present, unanimous vote of those members present, that the need to take action arose after the Agenda 

was posted.)  
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draft 

MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 

July 12, 2018      

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. in Conference Room 5, located in the City of Ukiah 

Civic Center Annex, 411 West Clay, Ukiah, CA by Chair Janet Pauli. 

      

The following Commissioners were present: 

 Janet Pauli--Chair (Potter Valley Irrigation District)  
Carre Brown—Vice-Chair (Mendocino County) 

 John Reardan—Commissioner (Russian River Flood Control District) 

 Kevin Doble--Commissioner (City of Ukiah) 

 

The following Commissioners were absent:  

 Pam Ricetti—Commissioner (Redwood Valley County Water District) 

  

The following individuals were present: 

 Will Carson—Alternate RRFCD Commissioner 

 Tamara Alaniz— General Manager RRFCD 

 Christian Curtis—Assistant County Counsel 

 Chris Schooley—Corps of Engineers 

 Devon Jones—MCFB Manager 

 

 

Public Expression 

Chair Pauli explained that anything not currently on the agenda may be discussed at this time, 

however, no action could be taken.  She further advised that comments would be welcome 

throughout the meeting.   

 

Minutes  

On a motion by Commissioner Reardan, seconded by Brown the minutes of the meeting of 

June 14, 2018 were unanimously approved with the following changes: #5 Commissioners 

reports, b—add date of June 8th; k—capitalize State.  

  

Consent Calendar 

On a motion by Vice-Chair Brown, seconded by Reardan the consent calendar items for 

June 2018 were unanimously approved 

 

 

Commissioner Reports  

 

a. Report from the Upper Russian River Stewardship Alliance regarding frost water use—No 

report. 



 

b. Eel/Russian River Commission meeting update—The next meeting is scheduled for August 

22nd, tentatively to be held in Lake County.   

 

c. North Coast Quagga/Zebra Mussel Prevention Consortium update—Schooley reported that 

there was a boat intercepted at Lake Mendocino which had Quagga mussels attached to it.  The 

boat was decontaminated.   

 

The new Lake Mendocino Operations Chief and Schooley are working on how to successfully 

use the funds from the State for this program in the future.  They just hired four new rangers and 

several seasonal staff to help fulfill the duties and responsibilities at the lake.   

 

d. Update regarding actions and discussion of the state water bond issues—No report. 

  

e. Report on the Upper Russian River Water Agency JPA—Alaniz reported that the next meeting 

will be in August.  They are waiting to hear if Calpella will agree to the cost sharing proposal 

based on water sales, which was already approved by the other three JPA member districts.      

 

f. Upper Russian River Water Manager’s meeting—Vice-Chair Brown reported on the June 28th 

meeting.  The main discussion was about the Potter Valley Project and that the clock is ticking 

on the PG&E auction deadline, so each agency needs to be talking about this with their boards.  

 

g. Discussion of ground water rights & Sustainable Groundwater Mgmt Act (SGMA)—Vice-

Chair Brown reported that they approved a letter to the Department of Water Resources which 

needed to be written so that the GSA would be able to use their grant funding.   

 

h. City of Ukiah purple pipe recycled water program—Commissioner Doble reported that the 

pipe is going into the ground and storage areas are being developed.  There have been questions 

as to whether the recycled water can be used for frost protection.  

 

i. Discussion of SB88 (measurement requirements for water diverters)—There is a September 1st 

deadline for frost protection reporting on the Russian River Main Stem and tributaries. 

 

j. Russian River Confluence project update—The Russian River Watershed Association has 

taken over the RRC for oversight.  Vice-Chair Brown reported that the Department of Water 

Resources CA Water Plan Update requires a Russian River pilot program.   

 

k. CalCannabis regulation and related issues—Vice-Chair Brown reported that there will be 

another Ad Hoc committee selected to meet on the County’s cultivation regulation ordinance.   

 

 

Potter Valley Project  

 

a. Status report on PG&E’s relicensing of the PVP—Chair Pauli reported that there have been a 

lot of PG&E meetings going on regarding aquatic study plans and terrestrial biology.  In parallel, 

Congressman Huffman’s Ad Hoc committees are meeting on fish passage and water supply.  

There are ongoing discussions regarding fish passage at Cape Horn and Scott Dams.  The 

Huffman group is focusing on engineering options for fish passage structures over Scott Dam.   

 



PG&E is still planning on auctioning off the Project if a regional buyer doesn’t come forward.  

They are planning to open the auction process September 3rd.  Any entity that is interested in 

purchasing the project will need to sign non-disclosure agreements.  Chair Pauli requested that 

IWPC have a special meeting with a closed session to discuss a possible real estate purchase of 

the PVP.   The Commissioners agreed to hold a special meeting of IWPC on Tuesday, July 17 at 

6 pm for the purpose of real property negotiations.  Christian Curtis, Assistant County Counsel, 

will assist with the wording of the agenda. 

 

c. Sam Sandoval Study—Sandoval and his intern will be coming to the August IWPC meeting to 

give the Commissioners an update on the study.   He would like to extend the contract with 

IWPC to June 2020 to coincide with the FERC relicensing process.  He is attempting to get a 

copy of the SCWA model on the water flows from 1976 to 2016 but is having some issues with 

obtaining it.   The Commissioners agreed that this is warranted and requested that approval of 

extending the contract be put on the August agenda. 

 

 

Update on the IWPC Communication Program 

a. Website—The consultants are continuing to do updates on the website for the graphs on lake 

storage and agendas.  There was a request for them to also produce a monthly report regarding 

traffic on the website for our review. 

 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Feasibility Study on Coyote Dam 

 

a. Report on Lake Mendocino water levels and conditions at Coyote Valley Dam—Schooley 

reported that the Corps is going through a Master Plan rewrite which focuses on land use 

classification and how recreation uses are being administered.   

   

b. Discussion of Feasibility Study (FS)—Chair Pauli reported that the revised Letter of Intent 

from IWPC was received by the Corps.  We still do not have a revised FS Cost Share Agreement 

and are waiting on the new language from the Corps.   

 

c. Discussion of grant funding for the FS—No report. 

 

d. Progress on Huffman’s Forecast Informed Reservoir Operations bill—Alaniz reported that 

they are looking at implementing the FIRO mechanism for next year’s water releases.  This year, 

SCWA received the minor variance for Lake Mendocino from the Corps and hopefully this is the 

last year that they will need to do it.  Next year there will be a major variance requested to 

change operations to the newly developed Water Control Manual.  There is an upcoming summit 

meeting in La Jolla where the final viability assessment will be presented for potential adoption 

of the FIRO process for next year.  

 

 

 NMFS Listing of the Coho Salmon and Steelhead as Threatened 

 

a. Executive Committee and/or Public Policy Facilitating Committee Reports—No report. 

 

b. Biological Opinion Implementation Update—No report. 

 



 

c. Discussion of NOAA’s Habitat Blueprint Plan and designation of the Russian River as the first                                    

National Focus Area—No report. 

 

 

Discussions and Reports of Additional Water Supply Sources and Storage Sites 

No report. 

 

 

State Water Resources Control Board Items 

 

AB2121—No report.   

 

D1610—No report. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 pm. 

 

 

 

Candace Horsley 

IWPC staff 
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MINUTES 

Special Meeting 

July 17, 2018      

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, located in the City of 

Ukiah Civic Center, 300 Seminary Avenue, Ukiah, CA by Chair Janet Pauli. 

      

The following Commissioners were present: 

 Janet Pauli--Chair (Potter Valley Irrigation District)  

Carre Brown—Vice-Chair (Mendocino County) 

 John Reardan—Commissioner (Russian River Flood Control District) 

 Kevin Doble--Commissioner (City of Ukiah) 

 Pam Ricetti—Commissioner (Redwood Valley County Water District) 

 

In attendance:  Attorneys Dave Rapport, City of Ukiah and Christian Curtis, County Counsel 

 

Public Expression 

Chair Pauli explained that anything not currently on the agenda may be discussed at this time, 

however, no action could be taken.  She further advised that comments would be welcome 

throughout the meeting.   

 

John Mayfield, a water constituent, questioned whether the Commissioners could have a Closed 

Session regarding something that had not been defined to the public.  Chair Pauli stated that a 

very short time limit has been announced by PG&E before they put the Potter Valley Project up 

for auction.  IWPC is having to discuss this immediately to be able to act before that deadline is 

reached. 

 

County Counsel Christian Curtis noted that there will be some constraints in what the closed 

session can include but as they move forward there will be additional closed sessions with 

associated discussion in open session.   

 

David Rapport reported that the issues that can be discussed in closed session include price and 

terms of payment.  Other aspects of pursuing the sale would be discussed in open session.   

 

Frost Pauli, farmer and President of the Mendocino County Farm Bureau spoke to the 

Commissioners.  He relayed that the MCFB is in support of the possibility of a local entity, made 

up of elected officials, negotiating with PG&E for the purchase of the PVP.   They believe this is 

the best option and far better than the public auction process.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chair Pauli recommended that the Commissioners, Alternates and staff go into CLOSED 

SESSION at this time.  The recording was halted at this point as the Commissioners left the 

Council Chambers for the Closed Session: Conference with negotiators regarding a real estate 

purchase.  

        Government Code Sections 54954.5(b), 54956.8.  

        Property:  Potter Valley Hydroelectric Power Project, FERC P-77. 

        Negotiating Parties: Mendocino County Inland Water and Power Commission and Pacific  

        Gas & Electric Company.  

  

 

6:38 pm, OPEN SESSION:  The Commissioners came out of Closed to Open Session and 

returned to the dais.   Chair Pauli announced that there was no report from the Closed Session, 

but it is recommended that an Ad Hoc committee be appointed to discuss the purchase of the 

Potter Valley Project.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Doble, seconded by Reardan to have Chair Pauli and Vice-Chair 

Brown be appointed to a Potter Valley Project Ad Hoc committee to explore possibilities 

regarding the purchase of the Project, determine what the details are and then to report 

back to the Commission for open discussion.  The motion was unanimously passed.   

 

Chair Pauli stated that the Ad Hoc would move forward as quickly as possible due to the short 

timeline we have been given by PG&E. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:42 pm.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

IWPC Financial Accounts 

August 2018 
 

 
 

Savings Bank: IWPC account  $   867  As of 8/5/18 
 (Quarterly statements) 
 

 
Savings Bank: Corps account  $   741  As of 8/5/18 

 (Monthly statements) 
 

 
Mendocino County Auditor's Office $ 33,666  As of 5/2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MENDOCINO COUNTY INLAND WATER AND POWER COMMISSION 

Billing Statement 

July 2018 
 

 

1. Staff Charges:   

Date  Description    Hrs  Rate  Amount 
7/27  Minutes    2.00  $18.00 $ 36.00 

7/29  Minutes special meeting  1.00  $18.00    18.00 
8/3  PG&E letter and addresses  1.00  $18.00    18.00 
8/5  Agenda packet   1.00  $18.00    18.00 

Subtotal           $ 90.00  
 

2. Miscellaneous:   

PO Box annual dues          $ 82.00 

 

TOTAL          $172.00 

 

 

 


